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Newsletter October 2020 

Petition on the alleged violation of environmental and 
nuclear safety law by the nuclear power plant in 
Ostrovets, Belarus 
On 28 October 2020 the Committee on Petitions examined a 
petition raising numerous concerns about the safety of the 
nuclear power plant in Ostrovets, Belarus, situated within a 45 
km radius from Vilnius, Lithuania. The petitioner called on the 
EU institutions to intervene in order to stop the project, to adopt 

sanctions against Belarus and to ban the import of electricity produced by unsafe plants in 
countries neighbouring the European Union markets. The Committee decided to keep the petition 
open, ask the Commission for a written reply and send a letter to the President of the Council in 
order to raise the concerns expressed in the petition. 
 

*** 
 

PETI activities in 
October: 

 
- Joint Hearing 

on the ECI 
"Minority 
SafePack" 
(15 Oct) 

- WORKSHOP 
on the 

Protection of 
the Rights of 
Persons with 
Disabilities 
‘The new 
Disability 

Strategy 2020-
2030’ 

 
*** 

 

Petition on the impact of full immersion in Catalan at school for families 
moving to the region  

At the meeting of 29 October 2020, the Members heard a petition calling for 
children in Catalonia to receive their education in the two official languages, 
Spanish and Catalan, on an equal footing.  

The petitioner argued that compulsory full immersion in Catalan discriminates 
against children who reside in Catalonia temporarily or only speak Spanish, also 
an official language. Having entered the Catalan education system at a relatively 
late stage, they are unable to follow teaching in stem subjects and are treated as 
children with special educational needs, alongside those with physical and 
mental handicaps, behavioural problems or socially and economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds. The petitioner considers that this is discrimination 
and amounts to a restriction of 
freedom to move and reside freely in 
an EU Member State.  

The Members decided to keep the 
petition open, ask the CULT Committee 
for an opinion and send a letter to the 
Ministry of Education in Spain to 
express PETI’s concerns over this topic. 

 

Documents adopted in PETI: - Opinion on Turkey - Annual progress report 2019 and 2020 

Next PETI meeting: - 10 November 2020 

See agenda, documents and live broadcast 

PETI Secretariat 
peti-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

Petitions Portal 

Follow PETI 
www.europarl.europa.eu/peti/ 

Webstream 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/meetings/meeting-documents
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/meetings/meeting-documents
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/home
mailto:peti-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu
https://petiport.secure.europarl.europa.eu/petitions/en/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?committee=PETI
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Joint Hearing on “Union Citizenship: Empowerment, 
Inclusion, Participation” 

On 29 October 2020 the JURI, LIBE, AFCO and PETI Committees 
held a joint public hearing on “Union citizenship: 
Empowerment, Inclusion, Participation.” The event 
represented Parliament’s contribution to the Commission’s 
2020 EU Citizenship report and a forum for the discussion of 
the results of the public consultation on EU citizenship rights, 

carried out by the Commission between July-October this year.  

The hearing was divided into two panels, one focusing on Union citizenship as a tangible value for 
citizens on the ground, including during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the other on fostering 
inclusiveness in democratic processes and citizens’ empowerment. Among other things, the 
exchanges debated future avenues for simplifying and strengthening EU citizenship rights, 
promoting EU citizenship’s values and citizens’ democratic participation and taking in the lessons 
learnt from the joint response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

Public Hearing on the European Citizens' Initiative: 
“Minority Safepack”  

A joint public hearing on the European Citizens’ Initiative 
“Minority Safepack” was organized on 15 October 2020 by 
the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
(LIBE) and the Committee on Culture and Education (CULT) 
in association with the Committee on Petitions (PETI).  

The event debuted with statements by the three 
committee Chairs and by Věra Jourová, Vice President for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality 
in the European Commission, followed by a brief presentation of the ECI. The hearing consisted of 
two rounds, one on equality and support to minority communities and the other on language, 
education, culture and audiovisual.  

 

Workshop on the Protection of the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities - ‘The new Disability 
Strategy’   

On 28 October 2020, the Committee on Petitions 
hosted a workshop on the protection of the rights of 
persons with disabilities - “The new Disability 
Strategy,” organized by the Policy Department on 
Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs. The 
workshop aimed at discussing the New 2020-2030 

Disability Strategy, which will be launched at the beginning of next year by the European 
Commission. The event provided the occasion to examine the different aspects to be covered by 
the new Disability Strategy and to gather suggestions and coordinate action among the different 
participants. 
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